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outside the ranks of Labour, but in Lord Justice Sankey they found a
learned lawyer who had won merit with them as Chairman of the
Royal Commission of 1921 which had recommended the nationaliza-
tion of the coal mines.
Snowden won great applause by the firm stand he made at the
Hague Conference of August, 1929, for British rights in German
Reparations under the Young plan. The gain was only a transient
one, since within three years all the creditors of Germany were to
abandon their claims as irrecoverable ; but the extremely gladiatorial
attitude that he struck in his dealings with the foreigner gave Snowden
a standing with the patriotic public that no Labour leader had obtained
till that moment.
Ministers had learnt something from their experience in 1924, and
this time they declined to permit the formation of any Vigilance
Committee of private members, and determined as far as possible to
keep on amicable terms with Liberals. There were conferences
between the leaders of the two parties and explanations when things
went wrong. Liberals had no reason for wishing another election,
but they had come to the point when self-preservation was their first
law and they considered it reasonable that in return for their support
Labour should guarantee them a measure of electoral reform which
would give them a,fair chance when the country was next polled.
At the recent election they had obtained only 59 seats with 5,300,000
votes, whereas Labour with 8,380,000 votes had 289 seats, and Con-
servatives with 8,670,000 votes, 260. MacDonald's personal dislike
of Proportional Representation, and the stubborn opposition of his
party to any change which was likely to rescue Liberalism from its
present plight, were serious obstacles, and the passive resistance of
Labour proved as fatal to the proposal in this Parliament as the active
opposition of Conservatives in the previous Parliament. This caused
a certain chill in the relations of Liberal and Labour.
There was little legislation of importance in the next two years.
A Trade Union Bill reversing the Act of the previous Government
raised new and extremely difficult questions on which Liberal and
Labour differed and had to be dropped. A Bill raising the school age
to fifteen and giving parents a grant of 5$. a week for every boy
remaining at school was rejected by the Lords, and though it might
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